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CoVideos 
Online Stories and Activities to chase away the Lockdown Blues 

In this edition, short stories from Jenny Éclair’s collection “Listening In” read by 
Sue Ball and accompanied by follow-up activities you can try at home. 
[With thanks to Sphere Publishing and the Hachette group for permission to use this text.]  

 
 

Activities – George’s Cake 

1. Talking About Food & Family  

Hello everyone! Welcome back! I do hope that you enjoyed listening to George’s Cake by Jenny 
Éclair. 

I love the irony in this story – that George will bite into this luscious-looking cake, only to discover 
the taste of cat-food lurking beneath the icing. I wonder how long it would take him to realise!  

Activity 1 is about talking about your favourite flavour of cake? What is it? Have you ever made it 
yourself? Is it something you have at home, or is it a treat when you go out? Do you know the 
favourite flavours of other members of your family? 

Spend a few moments now discussing this, and join me in a moment for activity 2.  

Now press pause. I’ll join you for the second activity in a moment or two. 

2. Cooking and eating – you will need a recipe book  

Hello everyone! I wonder how many flavours of cake you managed to come up with? I know what 
mine is…Devil’s Food Cake, which is laced with chocolate all the way through – very calorific! 

Activity 2 is about cooking and eating. 

What I would like you to do now, is to find a recipe in your house that you really like the look of. It 
can be something you have made before, or maybe something you have never tried. Have a look 
through the recipe books in your house, or even browse some recipes online. 

It could be something that you can make yourself, or with a partner. 

Really enjoy doing something that is different, and enjoy a new flavour. 

Enjoy the results, take a few photographs and send them to us. Do make sure there’s no cat food in 
there! 

Press pause now.  
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3. Drawing & Designing 

Hello everyone! Thank you for joining in the cooking activity, and I hope you really enjoyed it. 
Perhaps some of you have eaten all of it already! 

Activity number three is about the kitchen. 

Quite a lot of this story focuses on the kitchen that has been this woman’s whole life. She spent a lot 
of time and money making it a real culinary dream. If you could design your own dream kitchen – 
what would it look like? 

Finding a piece of paper and a pencil or pen, either on your own or with a partner, draft out what 
you think your dream kitchen would look like. 

Again, please feel free to send us photos of your design, so that we can put them in the gallery on 
our website. 

I look forward to joining you for the next story.   

 

 

Conclusion 

That’s all for now. Goodbye and I hope you enjoyed these activities. 
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