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CoVideos 
Online Stories and Activities to chase away the Lockdown Blues 

In this edition, short stories from Jenny Éclair’s collection “Listening In” read by 
Sue Ball and accompanied by follow-up activities you can try at home. 
[With thanks to Sphere Publishing and the Hachette group for permission to use this text.]  

 
 

Activities – A Trolley for a Change 

Welcome back everyone! I really hope that you enjoyed listening to A Trolley for a Change by Jenny 
Éclair.  Now we are going to move on to some activities. There are three activities in total and the 
first activity is one where you will need a partner.  

1. Chatting  

This lady (who is nameless in the story), is anxious to make a good impression on her grandchildren 
who she doesn’t see very often. 

Does this remind you of a time when you were getting ready for a visitor to your house that you 
wanted to impress? Who was it and why were they important to you? 

I can remember when I was very new into my first job, and I invited my boss round for tea. The food 
ended up being a complete disaster, especially the trifle I made; the jelly wouldn’t set and the 
custard was like concrete. She was very polite and ate it, but it was disgusting! It gave us something 
to laugh about for years, but I was mortified at the time. 

Have chat about a time when you invited someone round to your house who you wanted to impress 
and talk about what happened. 

Press pause while you have this discussion, and I’ll see you for Activity 2 in a few minutes. 

2. Drawing & Writing - you will need a pen or a pencil and a piece of paper  

Hello everyone! Hopefully that triggered some good memories for you, and perhaps gave you 
something to laugh about.  

A key character in this story is Lauren, the daughter-in-law. Whenever we read a story, we pick up 
clues about each character, and imagine them in our own heads. In your imagination, what do you 
think Lauren looks like? 

Either write a description or do a drawing of her now. If you like, you can do this with a partner, and 
then compare the results. 

Don’t be surprised if they come out completely differently!  

Have a go now at describing Lauren in a way that suits you. Use the following grid to prompt you… 

Press pause now.  
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Hair colour  

Height  

Body shape  

Posture  

Facial features  

Personality  

Age  

Other features  

3. Film Watching 

Welcome back! For this activity, you may need you to have a look at some DVDs that you have in 
your house, or perhaps go on the internet and have a look at what films are available to you. It really 
depends on what software you have on your computer.  

We discovered at the end of the story that the item that was stolen was a DVD. It was actually the 
film ‘Despicable Me 2’ – have you seen this film? 

Pick the best film that you can remember seeing and talk about why it was a particularly good film 
for you. The following list might help your discussion: 
 

Title? 

Type of film (comedy, thriller, horror etc..) 

Lead actors 

Where was it set? 

Where did you see it? 

Who with? 

What makes this a good film? 

 

After you have had this discussion, think about whether this is a film you could actually watch today!  

This might be a DVD that you have in your collection, or you might be able to access it online; or 
perhaps you could put it down on your ‘To Do List’ to borrow from a friend in the near future. 

Happy film watching, and I look forward to joining you for the next story. 

   

 
Conclusion 

That’s all for now. Goodbye and I hope you enjoyed these activities. 
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