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CoVideos 
Online Stories and Activities to chase away the Lockdown Blues 

In this edition, short stories from Jenny Éclair’s collection “Listening In” read by 
Sue Ball and accompanied by follow-up activities you can try at home. 
[With thanks to Sphere Publishing and the Hachette group for permission to use this text.]  

 
 

Activities – Anthea’s Round Robin 

1. Writing  

Welcome back everyone, and I hope you enjoyed listening to Anthea’s Round Robin by Jenny Éclair. 
We’re now going to move on to two activities associated with that story. The first one is a writing 
activity, so you will need a pen or a pencil and a piece of paper, and the second activity is to be done 
with a partner. It’s a chatting and discussion activity.  

So, first of all, Anthea’s Round Robin was all about a letter that was filled with news about the family 
and enclosed in the Christmas card that was sent around.  

I have several friends who do this every year, and what I want you to do is to think about what you 
would put into your Round Robin. What news do you have that you would like to share with your 
friends and family? If a whole letter is too daunting at the moment, you could start by simply writing 
a list and then perhaps expand it into a letter later. 

At the end of this activity, if you are pleased with your letter, don’t wait until Christmas - send it out 
to your friends and family now and give them something enjoyable to read. I’m sure they would love 
to hear your news. 

Now press pause. I’ll join you for the second activity in a moment or two. 

2. Chatting – you will need someone to chat with  

Hello everyone! I hope you enjoyed doing your Round Robin activity. I wonder how many of you will 
send it out to friends and family? 

Now we’re going to move on to activity number 2. 

Anthea had a lot of hopes and dreams at the beginning of the year. Have a quick chat with your 
partner about what those hopes and dreams were, but then go on to talk about how throughout the 
story things just went wrong. 

There were a number of things that went wrong throughout the story, and if you get really stuck 
with these, here they are:  

• Anthea was hit by a cork at New Year and ended up in A&E 

• Nadine was upset because she would have rather had a handbag from John Lewis’ than the 
yogalates course 

• Nadine ended up eating too many pastries and had to have her wedding dress altered 

mailto:info@rutlandcommunityventures.uk
http://www.rutlandcommmunityventures.uk/


 

Page 2 

 

 

Rutland Community Ventures Ltd   The King Centre   Main Road   Barleythorpe   Oakham   Rutland   LE15 7WD 

info@rutlandcommunityventures.uk                                   www.rutlandcommmunityventures.uk 

 

• Max didn’t revise for his A levels, and his grades dipped as a result – didn’t go to university 

• Roger suddenly announces his retirement without consulting Anthea, and burnt all of his work 
ties 

• At Roger’s 60th birthday party, Anthea is sick behind the car port from drinking too much 

• Gideon’s family don’t come to the wedding 

• The wedding album made Nadine look dumpy and Gideon’s name was mis-spelt on the cover 

• Anthea causes the loss of Max’s job in Abercrombie and Fitch 

• Gideon separates from Nadine and moves out, and there have been accusations of fraud at his 
bank – he is on bail 

• Anthea and Roger’s relationship cools, and he eventually leaves 

Which of these bits of the story did you enjoy the most? Do you think at the end Anthea is quite 
happy to be on her own in her own house, or is there any particular member of her family she will 
miss? Have a talk about why. 

 

 

Conclusion 

That’s all for now. Goodbye and I hope you enjoyed these activities. 
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